
PRINCIPAL CHANGES

General

The changes to the Rules generally fall into two broad categories: (1) those that improve the clarity of
the Rules and (2) those that reduce the penalties in certain circumstances to ensure that they are
proportionate.

Definitions

Advice -— Amended to allow the exchange of information on distance, as it is not considered to be “advice.”
Text in 2004 Text in 2008

Information on the Rules or on matters of public
information, such as . . ., is not advice.

Information on the Rules, distance or matters of public
information, such as . . ., is not advice.

Lost Ball -— Amended to clarify substituted ball issues and to include the concept of “stroke-and-distance” (see
corresponding changes to Rules 18-1, 24-3, 25-1c, 26 and 27-1).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
A ball is deemed “lost’’ if:

a. It is not found or identified as his by the player
within five minutes after the player’s side or
his or their caddies have begun to search for
it; or

b. The player has made a stroke at a substituted
ball; or

c. The player has made a stroke at a provisional
ball from the place where the original ball is
likely to be or from a point nearer the hole than
that place.

A ball is deemed “lost’’ if:

a. It is not found or identified as his by the player within
five minutes after the player’s side or his or their caddies
have begun to search for it; or

b. The player has made a stroke at a provisional ball from
the place where the original ball is likely to be or from a
point nearer the hole than that place (see Rule 27-2b); or

c. The player has put another ball into play under penalty of
stroke and distance (see Rule 27-1a); or

d. The player has put another ball into play because it is
known or virtually certain that the ball, which has not
been found, has been moved by an outside agency (see
Rule 18-1), is in an obstruction (see Rule 24-3), is in an
abnormal ground condition (see Rule 25-1c) or is in a
water hazard (see Rule 26-1); or

e. The player has made a stroke at a substituted ball.



Matches -— Definition withdrawn and replaced by two new Definitions, “Forms of Match Play” and “Forms of
Stroke Play.”

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Matches

Single: A match in which one plays against
another.

Threesome: A match in which one plays against
two, and each side plays one ball.

Foursome: A match in which two play against
two, and each side plays one ball.

Three-Ball: A match-play competition in which
three play against one another, each playing
his own ball. Each player is playing two
distinct matches.

Best-Ball: A match in which one plays against
the better ball of two or the best ball of three
players.

Four-Ball: A match in which two play their
better ball against the better ball of two other
players.

Forms of Match Play

Single: A match in which one player plays against another
player.

Threesome: A match in which one player plays against two
other players, and each side plays one ball.

Foursome: A match in which two players play against two
other players, and each side plays one ball.

Three-Ball: Three players play a match against one another,
each playing his own ball. Each player is playing two
distinct matches.

Best-Ball: A match in which one player plays against the
better ball of two other players or the best ball of three
other players.

Four-Ball: A match in which two players play their better
ball against the better ball of two other players.

Forms of Stroke Play

Individual: A competition in which each competitor plays as
an individual.

Foursome: A competition in which two competitors play as
partners and play one ball.

Four-Ball: A competition in which two competitors play as
partners,each playing his own ball. The lower score of
the partners is the score for the hole. If one partner fails
to complete the play of the hole, there is no penalty.

Note: For bogey, par and Stableford competitions, see Rule
32-1.



Rules

Rule 1-2. Exerting Influence on Ball -— Note added to clarify what constitutes a serious breach of Rule 1-2.
Text in 2004 Text in 2008

Penalty for Breach of Rule 1-2:
Match play — Loss of hole; Stroke play — Two
strokes.
Note: In the case of a serious breach of Rule 1-2,
the Committee may impose a penalty of
disqualification.

*Penalty for Breach of Rule 1-2:
Match play — Loss of hole; Stroke play — Two strokes.
*In the case of a serious breach of Rule 1-2, the Committee
may impose a penalty of disqualification.

Note: A player is deemed to have committed a serious
breach of Rule 1-2 if the Committee considers that his act of
influencing the position or movement of the ball has
allowed him or another player to gain a significant
advantage or has placed another player, other than his
partner, at a significant disadvantage.



Rule 4-1. Form and Make of Clubs -— Amended to reduce the penalty for carrying, but not using, a non-
conforming club or a club in breach of Rule 4-2, from disqualification to the same as carrying more than 14
clubs.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
4-1 Form and Make of Clubs
a. General
The player’s clubs must conform with this Rule and
the provisions, specifications and interpretations set
forth in Appendix II.
b. Wear and Alteration
A club that conforms with the Rules when new is
deemed to conform after wear through normal use.
Any part of a club that has been purposely altered is
regarded as new and must, in its altered state,
conform with the Rules.
4-2 Playing Characteristics Changed and Foreign
Material
a. Playing Characteristics Changed
During a stipulated round, the playing characteristics
of a club must not be purposely changed by
adjustment or by any other means.
b. Foreign Material
Foreign material must not be applied to the club face
for the purpose of influencing the movement of the
ball.
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE 4-1 or -2:
Disqualification.

4-1. Form and Make of Clubs
a. General
The player’s clubs must conform with this Rule and the
provisions, specifications and interpretations set forth in
Appendix II.
Note: The Committee may require, in the conditions of a
competition (Rule 33-1), that any driver the player carries must
have a clubhead, identified by model and loft, that is named on
the current List of Conforming Driver Heads issued by the
USGA.
b. Wear and Alteration
A club that conforms with the Rules when new is deemed to
conform after wear through normal use. Any part of a club
that has been purposely altered is regarded as new and must,
in its altered state, conform with the Rules.

4-2. Playing Characteristics Changed and Foreign Material
a. Playing Characteristics Changed
During a stipulated round, the playing characteristics of a club
must not be purposely changed by adjustment or by any other
means.
b. Foreign Material
Foreign material must not be applied to the club face for the
purpose of influencing the movement of the ball.

*PENALTY FOR CARRYING, BUT NOT MAKING STROKE
WITH, CLUB OR CLUBS IN BREACH OF RULE 4-1 or 4-2:
Match play — At the conclusion of the hole at which the
breach is discovered, the state of the match is adjusted by
deducting one hole for each hole at which a breach occurred;
maximum deduction per round — Two holes.
Stroke play — Two strokes for each hole at which any breach
occurred; maximum penalty per round — Four strokes.
Match or stroke play — In the event of a breach between the
play of two holes, the penalty applies to the next hole.
Bogey and par competitions — See Note 1 to Rule 32-1a.
Stableford competitions — See Note 1 to Rule 32-1b.
*Any club or clubs carried in breach of Rule 4-1 or 4-2 must be
declared out of play by the player to his opponent in match
play or his marker or a fellow-competitor in stroke play
immediately upon discovery that a breach has occurred. If the
player fails to do so, he is disqualified.
PENALTY FOR making stroke with club in BREACH OF
RULE 4-1 or 4-2: Disqualification.



Rule 12-1. Searching for Ball; Seeing Ball -— Amended to include searching for a ball in an obstruction.
Text in 2004 Text in 2008

If a ball lying in an abnormal ground condition
is accidentally moved during search, there is no
penalty; the ball must be replaced, unless the
player elects to proceed under Rule 25-1b. If the
player replaces the ball, he may still proceed
under Rule 25-1b if applicable.

If a ball lying in or on an obstruction or in an abnormal
ground condition is accidentally moved during search, there
is no penalty; the ball must be replaced, unless the player
elects to proceed under Rule 24-1b, 24-2b or 25-1b as
applicable. If the player replaces the ball, he may still
proceed under Rule 24-1b, 24-2b or 25-1b if applicable.

Rule 12-2. Identifying Ball -— Amended to allow a player to lift his ball for identification in a hazard (see
corresponding change to Rule 15-3, removing the exemption from penalty for playing a wrong ball in a hazard).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Except in a hazard, if a player has reason to
believe a ball is his, he may lift . . .

If the player fails to comply with all or any part
of this procedure, or if he lifts his ball for
identification in a hazard, he incurs a penalty of
one stroke.

If a player has reason to believe a ball at rest is his and it is
necessary to lift the ball in order to identify it, he may lift . .
.

If the ball is the player’s ball and he fails to comply with all
or any part of this procedure or he lifts his ball in order to
identify it when not necessary to do so, he incurs a penalty
of one stroke.

Note: If the original lie of a ball to be placed or replaced has
been altered, see Rule 20-3b.

Rule 13-4. Ball in Hazard; Prohibited Actions -— Exception 1 amended for clarification; Exception 2
amended to refer to Rule 13-2; Exception 3 added to exempt a player from penalty under Rule 13-4a (testing the
condition of the hazard) in certain circumstances.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Rule 13-4 Exception 1

(a) touches the ground in any hazard or water in
a water hazard as a result of or to prevent
falling, in removing an obstruction, in measuring
or in retrieving, lifting, placing or replacing a
ball under any Rule . . .

Rule 13-4 Exception 1

(a) touches the ground or loose impediments in any hazard
or water in a water hazard as a result of or to prevent
falling, in removing an obstruction, in measuring or in
marking the position of, retrieving, lifting, placing or
replacing a ball under any Rule . . .

Rule 13-4 Exception 2

After making the stroke, the player or his caddie
may smooth sand or soil in the hazard, provided
that, if the ball is still in the hazard or has been
lifted from the hazard and may be dropped or
placed in the hazard, nothing is done that
improves the lie of the ball or assists the player
in his subsequent play of the hole.

Rule 13-4 Exception 2

After making the stroke, if the ball is still in the hazard or
has been lifted from the hazard and may be dropped or
placed in the hazard, the player may smooth sand or soil in
the hazard, provided nothing is done to breach Rule 13-2
with respect to his next stroke. If the ball is outside the
hazard after the stroke, the player may smooth sand or soil
in the hazard without restriction.

Rule 13-4 Exception 3
      ---

Rule 13-4 Exception 3
If the player makes a stroke from a hazard and the ball
comes to rest in another hazard, Rule 13-4a does not apply
to any subsequent actions taken in the hazard from which
the stroke was made.



Rule 14-3. Artificial Devices, Unusual Equipment and Unusual Use of Equipment -— Amended to refer to
the unusual use of equipment (see also new Exception on use of equipment in a traditionally accepted manner)
and new Exception added for players with a legitimate medical reason to use an artificial device or unusual
equipment.
Note added to clarify that a Local Rule may be introduced allowing the use of distance-measuring devices;
previously authorized by Decision only.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Except as provided in the Rules, during a
stipulated round the player must not use any
artificial device or unusual equipment:

Except as provided in the Rules, during a stipulated round
the player must not use any artificial device or unusual
equipment, or use any equipment in an unusual manner:

Exceptions:
1. A player is not in breach of this Rule if (a) the equipment
or device is designed for or has the effect of alleviating a
medical condition, (b) the player has a legitimate medical
reason to use the equipment or device, and (c) the
Committee is satisfied that its use does not give the player
any undue advantage over other players.

2. A player is not in breach of this Rule if he uses equipment
in a traditionally accepted manner.

Rule 15-2. Substituted Ball -— Exception added to avoid a
“double penalty” when the player incorrectly substitutes a ball and plays from a wrong place (see corresponding
change to Rule 20-7c).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
. . . If the mistake is not corrected as provided in
Rule 20-6 and the player makes a stroke at a
wrongly substituted ball, he incurs the penalty
prescribed by the applicable Rule . . .

. . . If the mistake is not corrected as provided in Rule 20-6
and the player makes a stroke at a wrongly substituted ball,
he loses the hole in match play or incurs a penalty of two
strokes in stroke play under the applicable Rule . . .

Exception: If a player incurs a penalty for making a stroke
from a wrong place, there is no additional penalty for
substituting a ball when not permitted.



Rule 15-3. Wrong Ball -— Amended to remove the exemption from penalty for playing a wrong ball in a
hazard (see corresponding change to Rule 12-2, allowing the player to lift a ball for identification in a hazard).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
a. Match Play
If a player makes a stroke at a wrong ball that is
not in a hazard, he loses the hole.
There is no penalty if a player makes a stroke at
a wrong ball in a hazard. Any strokes made at a
wrong ball in a hazard do not count in the
player’s score.

b. Stroke Play
If a competitor makes a stroke or strokes at a
wrong ball that is not in a hazard, he incurs a
penalty of two strokes.
There is no penalty if a competitor makes a
stroke at a wrong ball in a hazard. Any strokes
made at a wrong ball in a hazard do not count in
the competitor’s score.

a. Match Play
If a player makes a stroke at a wrong ball, he loses the hole.

 Exception: There is no penalty if a player makes a stroke at
a wrong ball that is moving in water in a water hazard. Any
strokes made at a wrong ball moving in water in a water
hazard do not count in the player’s score. The player must
correct his mistake by playing the correct ball or by
proceeding under the Rules.

b. Stroke Play
If a competitor makes a stroke or strokes at a wrong ball, he
incurs a penalty of two strokes.

Exception: There is no penalty if a competitor makes a
stroke at a wrong ball that is moving in water in a water
hazard. Any strokes made at a wrong ball moving in water
in a water hazard do not count in the competitor’s score.

Rule 16-1e. Standing Astride or on Line of Putt -— Exception added to apply no penalty if the act was
inadvertent or to avoid standing on another player’s line of putt; previously authorized by Decision only.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
- There is no penalty if the stance is inadvertently taken on or

astride the line of putt (or an extension of that line behind the
ball) or is taken to avoid standing on another player’s line of
putt or prospective line of putt.

Rule 18. Ball at Rest Moved -— Penalty statement amended to avoid a “double penalty” when the player lifts a
ball without authority and incorrectly substitutes a ball (see related changes to Rules 15-2 and 20-7c).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
*PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE:
*If . . .  fails to do so, he incurs the general
penalty for breach of Rule 18. There is no
additional penalty under Rule 18, except in the
case of a wrongly substituted ball (Rule 15-2).

*PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE:
*If . . .  fails to do so, or if he makes a stroke at a ball
substituted under Rule 18 when such substitution is not
permitted, he incurs the general penalty for breach of Rule
18, but there is no additional penalty under this Rule.

Rule 18-1. Ball at Rest Moved; By Outside Agency -— Note added to clarify the procedure when a ball might
have been moved by an outside agency.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
-- Note: It is a question of fact whether a ball has been moved

by an outside agency. In order to apply this Rule, it must be
known or virtually certain that an outside agency has moved
the ball. In the absence of such knowledge or certainty, the
player must play the ball as it lies or, if the ball is not found,
proceed under Rule 27-1.



Rule 19-2. Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped By Player, Partner, Caddie or Equipment -— Amended to
reduce the penalty in both match play and stroke play to one stroke.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
a. Match Play
If a player’s ball is accidentally deflected or
stopped by himself, his partner or either of their
caddies or equipment, he loses the hole.

b. Stroke Play
If a competitor’s ball is accidentally deflected or
stopped by himself, his partner or either of their
caddies or equipment, the competitor incurs a
penalty of two strokes. The ball must be played
as it lies, except when it comes to rest in or on
the competitor’s, his partner’s or either of their
caddies’ clothes or equipment, in which case the
competitor must through the green or in a hazard
drop the ball, or on the putting green place the
ball, as near as possible to where the article was
when the ball came to rest in or...

If a player’s ball is accidentally deflected or stopped by
himself, his partner or either of their caddies or equipment,
the player incurs a penalty of one stroke. The ball must be
played as it lies, except when it comes to rest in or on the
player’s, his partner’s or either of their caddies’ clothes or
equipment, in which case the ball must through the green or
in a hazard be dropped, or on the putting green be placed, as
near as possible to the spot directly under the place where
the ball came to rest in or. . .

Rule 20-3a. Placing and Replacing; By Whom and Where - Amended to reduce the penalty for having the
wrong person place or replace a ball to one stroke.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
A ball to be placed under the Rules must be
placed by the player or his partner. If a ball is to
be replaced, the player, his partner or the person
who lifted or moved it must place it on the spot
from which it was lifted or moved. In any such
case, the player is responsible for any breach of
the Rules.

A ball to be placed under the Rules must be placed by the
player or his partner.  If a ball is to be replaced, the player,
his partner or the person who lifted or moved it must place
it on the spot from which it was lifted or moved. If the ball is
placed or replaced by any other person and the error is not
corrected as provided in Rule 20-6, the player incurs a
penalty of one stroke. In any such case, the player is
responsible for any other breach of the Rules that occurs as a
result of the placing or replacing of the ball.

If a ball to be replaced is placed other than on the spot from
which it was lifted or moved and the error is not corrected as
provided in Rule 20-6, the player incurs the general penalty,
loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play, for a
breach of the applicable Rule.

Rule 20-7c. Playing from Wrong Place; Stroke Play -— Note added to avoid a “double penalty” when the
player plays from a wrong place and incorrectly substitutes a ball (see corresponding change to Rule 15-2).

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
-- Note 3: If a player incurs a penalty for making a stroke from

a wrong place, there is no additional penalty for substituting
a ball when not permitted.



Rule 24-1. Movable Obstruction -— Amended to allow a flagstick, whether attended, removed or held up, to
be moved when a ball is in motion.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
When a ball is in motion, an obstruction that
might influence the movement of the ball, other
than an attended flagstick or equipment of the
players, must not be removed.

When a ball is in motion, an obstruction that might
influence the movement of the ball, other than equipment of
any player or the flagstick when attended, removed or held
up, must not be moved.

Rule 24-3. Ball in Obstruction Not Found;
Rule 25-1c. Ball in Abnormal Ground Condition Not Found;
Rule 26-1. Water Hazards (Including Lateral Water Hazards);
Rule 27-1. Stroke and Distance; Ball Out of Bounds; Ball Not Found Within Five Minutes -
The term “reasonable evidence” has been replaced by “known or virtually certain” when determining whether a
ball that has not been found may be treated as lost in an obstruction (Rule 24-3), an abnormal ground condition
(Rule 25-1) or a water hazard (Rule 26-1). See corresponding change to Definition of “Lost Ball” and Rule 18-1.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Rule 24-3. Ball in Obstruction Not Found
It is a question of fact whether a ball lost after
having been struck toward an obstruction is lost
in the obstruction. In order to treat the ball as
lost in the obstruction, there must be reasonable
evidence to that effect. In the absence of such
evidence, the ball must be treated as a lost ball
and Rule 27 applies.

a. Ball Lost in Movable Obstruction
If a ball is lost in a movable obstruction, a player
may, without penalty, remove...

b. Ball Lost in Immovable Obstruction
If a ball is lost in an immovable obstruction, the
spot...

Rule 24-3. Ball in Obstruction Not Found
It is a question of fact whether a ball that has not been found
after having been struck toward an obstruction is in the
obstruction. In order to apply this Rule, it must be known or
virtually certain that the ball is in the obstruction. In the
absence of such knowledge or certainty, the player must
proceed under Rule 27-1.

a. Ball in Movable Obstruction Not Found
If it is known or virtually certain that the original ball that
has not been found is in a movable obstruction, the player
may substitute another ball and take relief, without penalty
under this Rule. If he elects to do so, he must remove...

b. Ball in Immovable Obstruction Not Found
If it is known or virtually certain that a ball that has not been
found is in an immovable obstruction, the player may take
relief under this Rule. If he elects to do so, the spot...

Rule 25-1

c. Ball Lost
It is a question of fact whether a ball lost after
having been struck toward an abnormal ground
condition is lost in such a condition. In order to
treat the ball as lost in the abnormal ground
condition, there must be reasonable evidence to
that effect. In the absence of such evidence, the
ball must be treated as a lost ball and Rule 27
applies.

If a ball is lost in an abnormal ground condition,
the spot...

Rule 25-1

c. Ball in Abnormal Ground Condition Not Found
It is a question of fact whether a ball that has not been found
after having been struck toward an abnormal ground
condition is in such a condition. In order to apply this Rule,
it must be known or virtually certain that the ball is in the
abnormal ground condition. In the absence of such
knowledge or certainty, the player must proceed under Rule
27-1.

If it is known or virtually certain that a ball that has not been
found is in an abnormal ground condition, the player may
take relief under this Rule. If he elects to do so, the spot...



Rule 26-1

It is a question of fact whether a ball lost after
having been struck toward a water hazard is lost
inside or outside the hazard. In order to treat the
ball as lost in the hazard, there must be
reasonable evidence that the ball lodged in it. In
the absence of such evidence, the ball must be
treated as a lost ball and Rule 27 applies.

If a ball is in or is lost in a water hazard...

The ball may be lifted and cleaned...

Rule 26-1

It is a question of fact whether a ball that has not been found
after having been struck toward a water hazard is in the
hazard. In order to apply this Rule, it must be known or
virtually certain that the ball is in the hazard. In the absence
of such knowledge or certainty, the player must proceed
under Rule 27-1.

If a ball is in a water hazard or if it is known or virtually
certain that a ball that has not been found is in a water
hazard...

...may lift and clean his ball or substitute a ball.
Rule 27-1

If a ball is lost or is out of bounds, the player...

Exceptions:
2. If there is reasonable evidence that the original
ball is lost in an . . .

1. If there is reasonable evidence that the original
ball is lost in a water hazard . . .

Rule 27-1

a. Proceeding Under Stroke and Distance
At any time, a player may, under penalty of one stroke, play
a ball as nearly as possible at the spot from which the
original ball was last played (see Rule 20-5), i.e., proceed
under penalty of stroke and distance.

Except as otherwise provided in the Rules, if a player makes
a stroke at a ball from the spot at which the original ball was
last played, he is deemed to have proceeded under penalty
of stroke and distance.

b. Ball Out of Bounds
If a ball is out of bounds, the player . . .

c. Ball Not Found Within Five Minutes
If a ball is lost as a result of not being found or identified as
his by the player within five minutes after the player’s side
or his or their caddies have begun to search for it, the player
must play a ball, under penalty of one stroke, as nearly as
possible at the spot from which the original ball was last
played (see Rule 20-5).

Exceptions:
1. If it is known or virtually certain that the original ball that
has not been found is in an. . .

2. If it is known or virtually certain that the original ball that
has not been found has been moved by an outside agency
(Rule 18-1) or is in a water hazard…



Appendix I

Seams of Cut Turf -— New Specimen Local Rule added.
Text in 2004 Text in 2008

-- Appendix I; Part B; Section 4e. Seams of Cut Turf
If a Committee wishes to allow relief from seams of cut turf,
but not from the cut turf itself, the following Local Rule is
recommended:

Through the green, seams of cut turf (not the turf itself) are
deemed to be ground under repair. However, interference by
a seam with the player’s stance is deemed not to be, of itself,
interference under Rule 25-1. If the ball lies in or touches the
seam or the seam interferes with the area of intended swing,
relief is available under Rule 25-1. All seams within the cut
turf area are considered the same seam.

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE:
Match play – Loss of hole; Stroke play – Two strokes.”

Temporary Immovable Obstruction -— Clause II of the Specimen Local Rule amended to include an
additional requirement that, for intervention relief to be granted, the temporary immovable obstruction must be
on the player’s line of play.

Text in 2004 Text in 2008
Appendix I; Part B; Section 6a
Temporary Immovable Obstructions
II. Interference
Interference by a temporary immovable
obstruction occurs when (a) the ball lies in front
of and so close to the obstruction that the
obstruction interferes with the player’s stance or
the area of his intended swing, or (b) the ball lies
in, on, under or behind the obstruction so that
any part of the obstruction intervenes directly
between the player’s ball and the hole;
interference also exists if the ball lies within one
club-length of a spot equidistant from the hole
where such intervention would exist.

Note: A ball is under a temporary immovable
obstruction when it is below the outer most
edges of the obstruction, even if those edges do
not extend downward to the ground.

Appendix I; Part B; Section 7a.
Temporary Immovable Obstructions
II. Interference
Interference by a TIO occurs when (a) the ball lies in front
of and so close to the TIO that the TIO interferes with the
player’s stance or the area of his intended swing, or (b) the
ball lies in, on, under or behind the TIO so that any part of
the TIO intervenes directly between the player’s ball and the
hole and is on his line of play; interference also exists if the
ball lies within one club-length of a spot equidistant from
the hole where such intervention would exist.

Note: A ball is under a TIO when it is below the outer most
edges of the TIO, even if those edges do not extend
downwards to the ground.



Appendix II

Adjustability — Amended to allow forms of adjustability other than weight adjustment, subject to evaluation by the USGA.

Clubhead; Plain in Shape — Amended to clarify meaning of “plain in shape” and list some of the features that are not permitted;
previously detailed in guidelines on equipment Rules.

Clubhead; Dimensions, Volume and Moment of Inertia — Sections added on moment of inertia and putter head dimensions;
previously detailed in guidelines on equipment Rules and test protocols.

Clubhead; Spring Effect and Dynamic Properties — New section added on spring effect. The limit, as detailed in the Pendulum Test
Protocol, now applies to all clubs (except putters) and in all forms of the game; previously covered by condition of competition.

Rules of Amateur Status

Rule 3-2a -— Exception amended to clarify a cash prize for a hole-in-one made while playing golf is permissible.

Rule 4-2b -— Note added regarding the rules of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).

Rule 4-2c -— Note added regarding the rules of the NCAA.

Rule 6-2 -— Exception added for a player promoting (a) his national, state or county union or association, (b) certain types of golf
competitions or events or (c) a recognized charity.


